VoL  XIII,  Na  21 


SAW 


I! 


‘AST 


September  11,  1985 


A  Biweekly  I’lihllculion  of  I  lie  Chinese  American  Civic  Association 


ON  DECK  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Lines 
excursion  boat  NEW  BOSTON  are  several 
members  of  the  Greater  Boston  Chinese  Golden 
Age  Center  who  recently  were  treated  to  a 
90-minute  tour  of  Boston  Harbor  by  Boston  Gas 
Company.  Members  of  the  group,  from  216 


Tremont  St.,  are:  [back  row,  L  to  R]  Tse  Wo, 
Zhou  Yan- Ai  and  Zeng  Jing  Huan;  [middle  row; 
L  or  R]  Yau  Tang  Zhong,  Lee  Chui  Pui  Wah  and 
Lam  Tsoi  Lan;  and  [front  row]  Lay  Lee  Ong. 
(Photo  from  Boston  Gas) 


STEPPING  OUT 


A  look  at  the  local  Asian  gay  scene 


First  in  a  series 
by  Peter  Bagley 

BOSTON  —  Stories  in  the 
mainstream  press  often  evoke 
many  different  images  of  homo¬ 
sexuals,  but  seldom  do  they 
couple  homosexuality  with 
Asian  Americans. 

Asian  American  gays  and 

Group  out 
to  combat 

By  Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam 

For  Long  Quang  Huang,  his 
personal  ordeal  was  over  on 
Aug.  23,  when  Judge  George  A. 
O’Toole  "Jr.  cleared  him  of 
charges  of  soliciting  and  assault¬ 
ing  a  police  officer.  For  the 
Chinatown  community  that  had 
backed  Huang  all  the  way, 
however,  the  problem  of  the 
Combat  Zone,  which  many  per¬ 
ceived  as  the  root  to  the  May  1 
incident,  still  looms  large  and 
unresolved. 

Now  that  the  initial  excite¬ 
ment  and  celebration  of  Huang’ s 
acquittal  have  subsided,  many 
community  members  are  begin¬ 
ning  the  real  work  of  finding 
ways  to  eliminate  the  ‘zone.’ 

Many  community  activists  in 
Chinatown,  who  describe  the 
zone  as  a  “cancerous  tumor” 
growing  in  the  area,  do  realize 
that  getting  rid  of  the  adult 
entertainment  businesses  will 
not  be  a  short  term  process.  But, 
as  Suzanne  Lee  puts  it,  ‘  ‘We  as  a 
community  cannot  sit  around 
and  wait  for  that  day  to  come 
about.” 

With  this  awareness,  about  20 
community  members  held  a 
planning  meeting  on  Sept.  5  to 
discuss  workable  ways  to  at  least 
contain  the  “rampant”  illegal 
activities  within  the  lower  Wash¬ 
ington  Street  area. 

Michael  Liu,  a  South  End 
resident,  said  the  issue  required 
the  diligent  work  of  a  bigger 


lesbians  say  they  exist  all  over 
the  country,  whether  they  have 
stepped  out  of  the  closet  or 
endure  clandestinely.  In  Boston, 
these  maintain  an  inconspicuous 
existence  because  they  are  few 
in  number  —  a  sub-group  within 
the  Asian  community,  itself  a 
tiny  component  of  the  City’s 
people. 

lines  steps 
the  \ zone 9 

group  of  people  to  see  some 
results.  Still,  the  small  group 
spent  about  two  hours  at  the 
meeting,  emerging  with  the 
following  preliminary  ideas: 

•  Organize  a  letter-writing 
campaign  asking  the  courts  for 
stiffer  sentences  against  con¬ 
victed  prostitutes,  pimps,  and 
‘johns.’ 

•  Mobilize  people  to  attend 
permit  hearings  to  oppose  the 
renewal  of  licenses  for  all  adult 
entertainment  businesses  in  the 
area. 

•  Ask  residents  to  report 
illegal  activities  to  911  (Boston 
Police). 

•  Write  down  the  license 
plates  of  ‘johns,’  and  photo¬ 
graph  the  parties  involved  in 
solicitations  and  publish  them. 

•  Put  up  large  banners,  with 
slogans  in  Chinese  and  English, 
stating  the  community’s  deter¬ 
mination  to  keep  prostitution  out 
of  Chinatown. 

•  Ask  stores  in  Chinatown  to 
print  similar  slogans  on  plastic 
shopping  bags. 

•  Organize  a  big  march,  to 
which  elected  officials  and  can¬ 
didates  running  for  City  Council 
will  be  invited  to  participate. 

The  group  will  meet  again  to 
discuss  feedback  on  the  above 
suggestions,  and  to  draw  more 
support  from  the  community. 
The  6  p.m.  meeting  will  be  held 
Sept.  17  at  the  Josiah  Quincy 
School. 


Asian  gays  and  lesbians  here 
have  in  fact  created  networks 
and  support  groups,  reaching 
out  and  contacting  one  another 
to  help  affirm  their  identities.  In 
1979,  several  men  and  women 
came  together  to  form  Boston 
Asian  Gay  and  Lesbians 
(BAGMAL),  aloosely  structured 
club  which  holds  meetings  for 
members  to  socialize  and  dis¬ 
cuss  special  issues.  A  small 
organization,  BAGMAL’s  mail¬ 
ing  list  reaches  out  to  some  30 
people. 

Sionghuat  Chua,  secretary 
and  treasurer  for  BAGMAL, 
says  one  reason  why  Asian  gays 
and  lesbians  have  sought  out 
one  another  is  because  it  has 
helped  them  establish  their 
identities. 

Homosexuality  has  always 
endured  through  history,  but 
homosexual  identity  on  a  large 
scale  is  a  20th  Century  pheno¬ 
menon,  Chua  explains.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  coming  out  of  the  closet  can 
often  be  a  painful  experience  for 
some,  an  event  affecting  friends 
and  perhaps  one’s  job. 

Asian  American  homosex¬ 
uals,  therefore,  have  come  to¬ 
gether,  looking  for  role  models, 
support  and  reinforcement  for 
their  decisions  to  come  out. 
Some  say  that  prior  to  the  advent 
of  Asian  homosexual  groups 
they  had  each  reckoned  they 
were  the  only  Asian  gay  persons 
alive. 

“Asian  people  have  the  need 
to  come  together  to  affirm  their 
decisions  (to  come  out),”  says 
Chua.  “We  have  no  such  sup¬ 
port  for  this  in  literature  or  in  the 
media,  so  this  is  a  new  experi¬ 
ence  for  us.” 

Willy  Wilkinson,  a  steering 
committee  member  for  Asian 
Sisters  in  Action  (ASIA),  a 
Boston  political,  cultural  and 
social  feminist  group,  says, 
“There  are  no  role  models  for 
Asian  gays  and  lesbians  because 
Asians  are  fewer  in  numbers. 
We  have  the  desire  to  identify 
within  ourselves. 

Continued  on  page  2 
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HEARING  KELLY 


Kelly's  attorney  stirs  up  a 
memorable  storm  in  hearings 


By  L.  Kim  Tan 

To  the  many  spectators  of  the 
recent  highly  publicized  Boston 
Police  Department’s  case 
against  Francis  G.  Kelly  Jr.,  the 

_ ~~  12  dayS 

COMMENTARY  of  mis- 
conduct 

hearings  may  well  be  remem¬ 
bered  more  for  the  antics  of 
defense  attorney  Thomas  C. 
Troy  than  for  the  hearing  of¬ 
ficer’s  eventual  pronouncement 
of  guilt  against  the  detective. 

On  Sept.  6,  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  Francis  M.  Roache  su¬ 
spended  Kelly  for  one  year 
without  pay,  upholding  the 
recommendations  of  Superin- 
tendent-in-Chief  John  A.  Gif¬ 
ford,  the  hearing  officer.  The 
truth  was  out:  Kelly  did  use 
excessive  force  in  the  May  1 
arrest  of  Long  Quang  Huang, 
and  he  did  file  an  untruthful 
report  after  the  incident. 

Gifford’s  findings,  along  with 
the  subsequent  reactions  from 
both  sides  of  the  case  to 
Roache’s  ruling,  were  perhaps 
as  expected.  And  those  specta¬ 
tors  who  had  gone  to  the 
hearings  to  see  a  bit  of  Troy’s 
.infamous  class  clown  act  were 
not  disappointed  either.  In  fact, 
his  antics  left  some  clearly 
astounded. 

“Unbelievable,  just  unbe¬ 
lievable,”  muttered  spectator 
Bill  Wong  during  ^session,  after 
hearings  resumed  Aug.  28,  that 
was  frequently  interrupted  by 
Troy’s  outbursts  —  debasing 
tactics  that,  to  the  befuddlement 
of  onlookers,  were  often  tolerat¬ 
ed  by  the  hearing  officer. 

“The  whole  thing’s  a  farce,” 

'  a  disgruntled  Hank  Faunce  said 
as  he  watched  the  proceedings. 

Farce  or  not,  it  was  clear  from 
the  start  that  police  attorney 
Michael  D.  Powers  was  getting 
more  than  a  routine  legal  fight 
when  Troy,  on  the  first  day  of 
hearings  on  July  9,  accused  him 
of  authoring  “lies,  perjury  and 
deceit”  against  the  defense. 

In  the  course  of  the  much-dis¬ 
jointed  internal  probe  that  end¬ 
ed  last  Tuesday,  Troy  surprised 
even  the  most  jaded  of  specta¬ 


tors  who  were  already  familiar 
with  his  bag  of  tricks.  The  ex-cop 
would  prod,  intimidate,  disgress 
—  anything  that  would  plant  the 
seeds  of  doubt  in  Gifford’s  mind 
and  that  would  convince  some¬ 
body  (the  press  included)  that 
Kelly  was  indeed,  as  he 
charged,  “a  political  scape¬ 
goat.” 

Perhaps  it  was  not  for  nothing 
that  Boston  Magazine,  in  its 
December  1983  issue,  picked 
and  profiled  Troy  —  who’d 
defended  the  likes  of  ‘  ‘the  Rape 
Doc”  Professor  Bill  Douglas  — 
as  one  of  those  17  people  in 
Boston  “who  get  things  done 
NO  MATTER  WHO  GETS  IN 
THEIR  WAY.” 

At  6’2”  and  over  200  lbs.,  the 
churlish,  glowering  war  horse  — 
the  ex-cop  had  been  in  well  over 
300  boxing  matches  in  his  earlier 
years  —  cut  an  imposing  figure 
that  threatened  everyone  in 
sight,  including  the  usually 
tough-looking  hearing  officer 
himself.  In  the  end,  the  bulldog¬ 
faced  Gifford,  to  spectators  like 
Bill  Wong  and  Hank  Faunce, 
appeared  apologetic  and  almost 
helpless  against  Troy’s  array  of 
accusations  against  all  of  the 
defense’s  “accusers.” 

Those  adversaries  are  worth  a 
look  themselves,  if  only  to  show 
the  workings  of  a  trial  lawyer’s 
mind  that  knew  there  was  no 
case  to  win  for  the  client.  The 
“accusers,”  Troy  charged,  in¬ 
cluded  the  mayor  of  Boston,  the 
police  commissioner,  the  hear¬ 
ing  officer,  the  police  prosecu¬ 
tor,  the  hearing  interpreter,  the 
entire  police  administration,  the 
spectators  (excluding,  of  course, 
the  dozen  or  so  of  Kelly’s 
supporters  in  the  BPD),  and 
even  the  press. 

“It’s  certainly  the  longest 
hearing  I’ve  been  through,” 
Powers  said  in  retrospect,  with  a 
deep  sigh  and  a  roll  of  his  eyes, 
after  closing  arguments  on  Sept. 
3. 

The  nasal-voiced,  mousy  po¬ 
lice  prosecutor  had  tried  to  carry 
the  department’s  case  on  a 
larger  issue,  one  that  “elevates 

Continued  on  page  3 


Coloring  contest 

The  Boston  Museum  of  Science  is  currently  hosting  the 
largest  and  most  exciting  exhibit  of  its  155-year  history  — 
CHINA:  7,000  Years  of  Discovery,  a  spectacular  living 
panorama  of  Chinese  artistic,  scientific  and  technological 
innovations.  The  SAMPAN,  along  with  several  other 
newspapers  in  New  England,  is  participating  in  a  coloring 
contest  for  children  sponsored  by  the  museum. 

The  contest  entry  form  —  a  poster  outline  featuring  a 
dragon  flying  a  Chinese  kite  —  appears  on  Page  6  in  this  issue. 

CONTEST  RULES: 

1.  All  children  between  the  ages  of  3  to  7  and  7  to  12  are 
eligible  to  enter. 

2.  Two  winners  from  each  newspaper  will  be  selected,  one 
from  each  age  group. 

3.  Each  winner  will  receive  a  free  trip  to  the  exhibit  at  the 
museum.  Parents  are  included. 

4.  Entries  will  be  on  display  at  the  museum  and  a  Grand 
Winner  will  be  selected  from  entries  around  the  state. 

5.  The  Grand  Winner  will  receive  a  free  family  membership 
in  the  museum  and  a  trophy. 

6.  Entries  should  be  sent  to  the  Boston  Museum  of  Science, 
Science  Park,  Boston  MA  02114,  and  postmarked  by  Sept.  30. 
Winners  will  be  notified  by  mail. 

Judging  will  be  done  by  the  museum.  For  more  information 
on  the  coloring  contest,  call  the  museum  at  (617)  723-2500. 
Turn  to  Page  6  (in  the  Chinese  Edition)  for  contest  entry. 
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LENOX,  Mass.  —  Artisans  from  China,  Xu  Shi-Ying  [L  to  R] 
and  Zhu  Xian,  present  Chinese  concert  violinist  Cho-Liang  Lin 
with  a  miniature  of  himself  crafted  in  a  walnut  shell  by  Xu. 
Ceremony  took  place  recently  at  Tanglewood,  following  Lin’s 
performance  with  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra.  The 
artisans,  who  are  on  tour  with  Boston  Museum  of  Science’s 
exhibit,  CHINA:  7,000  Years  of  Discovery,  were  guests  of 
Massachusetts  Governor  and  Mrs.  Michael  Dukakis  for  the 
performance.  (Photo  from  the  Museum  of  Science) 
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LETTERS 


‘Dragon’  theatres, 
producer  protested 

The  following  letter  is 
addressed  to  the  president 
and  chief  operating  officer  of 
Showcase  Cinema  in  Wo¬ 
burn,  Mass.  Similar  letters 
are  sent  to  MGM,  the  pro¬ 
ducer  of  “Year  of  the  Dra¬ 
gon,  ”  and  six  other  local 
theatres  showing  the  movie. 

On  behalf  of  the  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent  As¬ 
sociation  (CCBA),  its  mem¬ 
ber  organizations,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Chinese  communi¬ 
ty  in  New  England,  I  write  to 
you  expressing  our  strongest 
displeasure  and  protest  re¬ 
garding  the  movie,  “Year  of 
the  Dragon,’’  currently 
shown  in  your  theatre. 

“Year  of  the  Dragon”  is  a 
movie  that:  (1)  distorts  the 
reality  and  image  of  China¬ 
towns  throughout  America; 
(2)  unfairly  depicts  hatred, 
violence,  and  illicit  activities 
in  Chinatowns;  (3)  promotes 
prejudice,  intolerance,  and 
racial  stereotypes;  (4)  glori¬ 
fies  sexism  in  general,  and 
sexism  against  Asian  women 
in  particular;  and  (5)  ignores 
legitimate  concerns  and  pro¬ 
tests  from  Asian  groups  and 
communities  who  are  seeking 
fair  play,  balanced  artistic 
film  presentation,  and  not 
censorship. 

While  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  protects  freedom  of 
speech  and  expression,  nei¬ 
ther  MGM,  the  producer,  nor 
theatre  operators,  such  as 
yours,  has  stressed  that  the 
characters  in  the  ‘  ‘Year  of  the 
Dragon”  are  fictional.  Unlike 
films  such  as  “Godfather” 
where  at  least  some  part  of 
the  movie  was  devoted  to 
matter  of  nonviolence,  such 
as  family  warmth  of  Italian 
American  families,  “Year  of 
the  Dragon”  depicts  exclu¬ 
sively  and  untruly  only  vio¬ 
lence,  murder,  hatred 
against  or  among  Chinese 
Americans.  The  movie  un- 
abasedly  glorifies  White  rac¬ 
ism. 

We  are  extremely  disap¬ 
pointed  that  your  theatre  has 
chosen  to  show  “Year  of  the 
Dragon”  and  shown  a  callous 
disregard  with  respect  to  fair 
play,  justice,  and  racial 
understanding.  We  urge  you 
to  disengage  your  theatre 
frpm  this  movie  and  take 
affirmative  steps  to  rectify 
the  serious  harm  it  has 
incurred. 

DAVID  S.Y.  WONG, 
President 


Entries  sought 
for  New  York 
film  festival 

The  fourth  annual  Asian 
American  International  Video 
Festival  (AAIVF)  is  now  accept¬ 
ing  entries  for  a  showcase  of 
works  by  Asian  and  Asian 
American  videomakers  to  be 
held  in  New  York  City  in 
December,  1985.  Categories  in¬ 
clude  documentary,  narrative, 
experimental  and  animation  in 
all  lengths,  as  well  as  installa¬ 
tion  pieces. 

Now  in  its  fourth  year,  the 
AAIVF  will  present  vital  new 
works  to  show  the  diverse  range 
of  aesthetic,  political  and  per¬ 
sonal  concerns  of  Asian  and 
Asian  American  video  artists. 
The  Festival  seeks  to  introduce 
these  yet  uncovered  trends  in 
video  to  broad  audiences,  the 
press,  other  media  artists,  and 
the  national  Asian  American 
community. 

Last  year,  videos  by  Nam  June 
Paik,  Sandra  Gin  Yep,  Tom 
Nakashima,  Spencer  Nakasako, 
Frederic  Mao,  Art  Nomura, 
Asian  Women  United,  Arturo 
Cubacub,  Nori  Sato,  Shigeko 
Kubota,  among  others,  were 
featured. 

All  works  submitted  must  be 
made  by  Asian  or  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  videomakers  and  must  ori¬ 
ginate  from  video  (Works  trans¬ 
ferred  directly  from  film  will  not 
be  considered. ) .  The  format  is  V< 
inch.  No  entry  fee  is  required; 
the  festival  will  provide  return 
shipping  and  insurance. 

An  honorarium  will  be  given 
to  finalists  at  the  end  of  the 
festival,  and  works  featured  in 
the  festival  will  go  on  torn, 
possibly  to  West  Germany, 
Chicago,  and  Los  Angeles. 

The  entry  deadline  is  Sept.  26, 
1985.  Entry  forms  and  further 
information  on  the  festival  can 
be  obtained  by  calling  or  writing 
to:  Exhibitions  Director,  Asian 
CineVision,  Inc.,  32  East  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  N.Y.  10002. 
Telephone:  (212)  925-8685. 

The  AATVF  is  produced  and 
presented  by  Asian  CineVision, 
Inc.,  a  major  Asian  American 
media  arts  center  in  New  York 
City.  Among  other  nonprofit 
cultural  activities,  Asian  Cine¬ 
Vision  sponsors  the  annual 
Asian  American  International 
Film  Festival,  Film  Series  in  the 
Library  (a  Children  Film  Series 
is  being  planned),  the  forth¬ 
coming  Filippino  Film  Festival 
and  Indian  Film  Festival,  Tele¬ 
vision  Production  Workshop, 
Asian  American  Media  Archive. 

The  AAIVF  is  partially  funded 
by  the  New  York  State  Council 
on  the  Arts  and  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  and  is 
supported  by  contributions  from 
various  corporations,  founda  - 
tions  and  friends  of  ACV. 


The  next  issue  of  The 
SAMPAN  will  be  published 
Wed.,  Sept.  25. 

Press  releases  and  adver¬ 
tisements  which  require 
translation,  typesetting  or 
artwork  are  accepted  up  to 
Tues.,  Sept.  17  at  5  p.m. 

Camera-ready  advertise¬ 
ments  are  accepted  up  to  Fri., 
Sept.  20  at  5  p.m. 

Copies  of  The  SAMPAN  s 
publication  and  advertising 
schedules  can  be  obtained  at 
90  Tyler  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 1 1 ,  or  by  calling  426-9492. 

Advertising  Rates:  $5  per  column  inch, 
$80  per  quarter  page,  $150  per  half 
page  and  $275  per  full  page.  There  are 
surcharges  for  Chinese  translation  and 
typesetting. 

Send  letters,  news  items,  advertising 
and  other  information  for  publication 
to  The  SAMPAN,  90  tyler  St,  Boston, 
MA  0211L  Telephone:  (617)  426-8673  or 
426-9492. 

The  SAMPAN  is  mailed  free  within  the 
United  States  upon  request.  If  you  plan 
a  change  of  address,  write  or  call  our 
office  to  continue  receiving  The 
SAMPAN,  the  only  bilingual  news¬ 
paper  in  New'  England  serving  the 
Asian  American  community. 


Continued  from  page  1 

‘  ‘Asian  lesbians  are  so  under¬ 
published.  For  a  long  time,  you 
only  heard  about  White  les¬ 
bians,  then  Black  lesbians,  Jew¬ 
ish  ones  and  Latinos.  More 
recently,  we’re  seeing  Asian 
lesbians  becoming  visible.” 

And  so  they  are.  Several 
groups  have  taken  root  in  the 
East,  the  largest  being  Asian 
Lesbians  of  the  East  Coast 
(ALOEC),  formed  in  New  York 
in  1983.  ALOEC  has  been  visible 
in  the  media,  holding  cultural 
events  and  workshops.  The 
organization  also  produces  a 
newsletter  and  helps  support  the 
New  York  bilingual  Battered 
Asian  Women  hotline. 

More  locally  is  the  Asian 
Lesbian  Network  of  Cambridge, 
previously  known  as  Asian  Les¬ 
bians  of  New  England.  The 
network,  not  a  formal  club,  does 
not  usually  hold  meetings  or 
partake  in  special  tasks.  Instead, 
it  serves  as  a  nexus  for  Asian 
American  lesbians  wishing  to 
contact  one  another. 

ASIA,  too,  has  lesbians 
among  its  members.  The  or¬ 
ganization  is  active  with  work¬ 
shops  and  conferences,  and 
takes  part  in  political  events.  It 
also  has  ties  with  Chinatown, 
occasionally  working  with  the 
Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop.  The  group  recently 
helped  organize  a  fund-raiser  for 
supporters  of  Long  Quang 
Huang,  a  restaurant  worker 
beaten  last  May  by  a  Boston 
Police  vice  squad  detective. 

The  strong  desire  for  Asian 
gays  and  lesbians  to  mix  socially 
for  support  and  reinforcement 
becomes  even  more  urgent 
given  the  barriers  they  must 
contend  with  in  their  own 
culture.  Asian  gays  and  lesbians 
perhaps  face  more  severe  road¬ 
blocks  in  their  culture  than  their 
White  and  Black  counterparts  do 
in  theirs. 

“There  is  a  definite  conflict 
for  an  Asian  to  be  gay,”  says 
Chua.  “It  goes  against  tradi¬ 
tional  Confucian  roles,  which  are 
well-defined —  Sexuality,  is 
such  a  private  thing  (in  Asian 
culture).” 

It  is  beyond  tradition,  there¬ 
fore,  for  Asians  to  identify 
themselves  explicity  by  their 
sexuality.  Wilkinson  calls  homo¬ 
sexual  exposure  most  difficult 
when  it  is  done  in  family 
situations.  Each  family’s  re¬ 
sponse  is  different,  she  says,  but 
some  Asian  gays  “have  resolved 
with  themselves  (that)  they 
cannot  open  with  their  fam¬ 
ilies.” 

Wilkinson  says  that  before 
she  could  bridge  the  two  incon¬ 
sistent  sides  of  her  persona,  her 


experience  had  forced  her  to 
first  deny  her  Chinese  heritage 
in  order  to  be  a  lesbian.  It  was 
not  until  later  that  she  could 
revive  her  Asian  heritage  as  part 
of  the  fundamental  aspects  of 
her  identity. 

Chua  explains  that  the  ten¬ 
dency  —  of  denying  one’s  Asian 
heritage  in  order  to  avow  homo¬ 
sexuality  —  is  not  uncommon. 
“Coming  out  of  the  closet  ... 
requires  one  to  rebel  against 
traditional  roles,”  he  says. 
“Once  you  start  questioning 
heterosexual  notions,  you  start 
questioning  a  lot  of  other  things 
as  well.” 

Members  of  BAGMAL  and 
other  groups  hope  that  an  Asian 
American  gay  or  lesbian,  in 
passing  through  the  stages  of 
rebellion  and  role-searching, 
will  in  the  end  be  able  to  forge 
the  contradicting  cultures  into 
one  heritage. 

And  that  one  heritage,  too,  is 
sprinkled  with  multiplicity.  One 
could  say  that  Asian  homosex¬ 
uals  fraternize  because  of  their 
common  background,  but  in¬ 
deed  the  Asian  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  itself  a  highly 
mixed  group. 

Wilkinson  says  she  has  en¬ 
countered  Asian  lesbians  of 
Japanese,  Korean,  Chinese, 
Thai,  Burmese,  Malaysian  and 
Filipino  backgrounds.  More¬ 
over,  she  has  met  Asian  gays 
and  lesbians  who  are  young  and 
old,  American-bred  and  foreign- 
born,  and  those  from  disparate 
income  groups. 

Such  a  diverse  group  is 
fragmented  even  more  by  Asian 
gays  who  deny  their  own  ethnic 
or  cultural  heritages,  and  by 
others  who  gainsay  their  own 
homosexuality,  according  to 
Wilkinson. 


REGISTRY  TIPS 

Wondering  how  to  esti¬ 
mate  a  safe  distance  between 
your  car  and  the  one  ahead  to 
avoid  tailgating?  “A  simple 
two  second  count  will  assure 
adequate  space  between  your 
vehicle  and  the  one  ahead,” 
advises  Registrar  of  Motor 
Vehicles  Alan  Mackey. 

“Just  choose  an  object 
near  the  roadway  ahead; 
when  the  vehicle  before  you 
passes  the  object,  start  count¬ 
ing:  one-one  thousand,  two- 
one  thousand.  If  you  reach 
the  object  before  counting  for 
two  seconds:  you’re  following 
too  closely.” 

Help  prevent  unnecessary 
motor  vehicle  accidents,  if 
the  roads  are  wet,  use  a 
five-second  count  instead. 


CALENDAR  EVENTS 


TALENT  AUDITIONS.  Sept.  13.  Jacques 
d'  Amboise  will  conduct  auditions  for  4th, 
5th  and  6th  grade  children  interested  in 
participating  in  National  Dance  Institute/ 
New  England's  1985-86  program.  At  the 
Josiah  Quincy  School.  885  Washington 
St.,  Boston.  1-1:45  p.m.  Contact  the 
Cultural  Education  Collaborative  at  338- 
3073  for  more  information. 

THREE  IN  CONCERT,  Sept.  13.  A 
Boston  Conservatory  program  which 
combines  the  three  forms  —  song,  dance 
and  piano.  Features  Lillian  Lee.  soprano, 
Stephanie  Moy,  dance,  and  Alfred  Lee, 
piano.  In  solo  or  ensemble,  the  artists 
perform  a  range  of  works  from  Chopin, 
Liszt  and  Rachmaninoff  to  Debussy, 
Barber  and  Stravinsky.  8  p.m.  at  the 
Boston  Conservatory  Theater,  31  Hemen- 
way  St.,  Boston.  Call  536-6340  for  more 
information. 

ENGLISH  CLASSES,  Beginning  Sept. 
15.  Beginning  '‘survival”  classes,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Chinese  Progressive  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Sundays,  1  to  3  p.m.  at  27  Beach 
St.,  3rd  Floor,  Boston  Chinatown.  Call 
Ann  Wong  at  357-4499,  between  noon 
and  5  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  for 
more  information. 

HARBORPARK  DAY.  Sept.  15.  Events 
and  activities  along  Boston  Harbor  get 
underway  at  12:30  p.m.  Sponsored  by  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and 
Mayor  Ray  Flynn’s  Office  of  Business 
and  Cultural  Development.  Three  water¬ 
front  locations:  Shipyard  Park  in  Charles¬ 
town:  Christopher  Columbus  Park  (Wa¬ 
terfront  Park)  in  downtown  Boston  near 
Faneuil  Hall;  and  UMass/Boston  Harbor 
Campus.  Call  722-4300  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

CITIZENSHIP  GLASSES,  Beginning 
Sept.  22.  Preparation  classes  for  the 
naturalization  exam,  sponsored  by  the 
Chinese  Progressive  Association.  Sun¬ 
days,  11 :30  a.m.  to  lp.m.  at  27  Beach  St., 
3rd  Floor,  Boston  Chinatown.  Call  Ann 
Wong  at  357-4499,  between  noon  and  5 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  for  more 
information. 

A  BCD  SURPLUS  FOOD  DISTRIBU¬ 
TION,  Sept.  27.  Those  who  have 

pre-registered  before  Sept.  27  at  CACA, 
90  Tyler  St.,  Boston,  can  receive  food 
between  10:30  a.m.  and  2:30  p.m.  Others 
will  be  served  between  12:30  and  2:30 
p.m.  Butter,  cheese  and  dry' milk  will  be 
given  out.  Call  426-9492  for  more 

information. 

NETWORKING  MEETING,  Sept.  27. 
Asian  Women's  Professional  Group 

organizational  meeting.  5:30  to  7:30  p.m. 
At  the  Turner  Fishery  Restaurant, 
Westin  Hotel,  Copley  Place.  Call  731- 
2516  for  more  information. 

PUBLIC  HEARING  ON  NERVE  GAS 
RESEARCH  AT  TUFTS.  Oct.  1.  A  Rublic 
hearing  concerning  nerve  gas  research  at 
Tufts  Medical  School  in  Chinatown  will 
be  held  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Josiah  Quincy 
School.  Researchers  from  the  medical 
school  will  be  on  hand  to  explain  and 
answer  any  question  regarding  this 
research  project. 


Help  Wanted 


American  Friends 
Service  Committee 

American  Friends  Service 
Committee  seeks  part-time 
clerical  support  staff.  Re¬ 
quires  good  typing  and  gen¬ 
eral  familiarity  with  office 
equipment  and  procedures; 
word  processing  training 
available.  Submit  resume  im¬ 
mediately  to  Clerical  Support 
Search,  AFSC,  2161  Mass. 
Ave. ,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 
AFSC  is  an  AA/EO  employer 
and  encourages  applications 
from  people  of  color,  women, 
gay  and  lesbian  people, 
handicapped  and  ex¬ 
prisoners. 


CAMBRIDGE 

SCHOOLS 

The  Cambridge  School  Dept,  is 
seeking  candidates  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  positions: 

•  Student  Supervisor,  Occu¬ 
pational  Ed.  2  years'  college 
and  experience  in  urban 
schools. 

e  Clerk/Typist,  CADENCE 
Proj.  Bookkeeping  and  com¬ 
munication  skills, 
e  Clerk/Typist,  Desegregation. 
Interpersonal  skills  necessary. 
MINORITY  CANDIDATES 
ARE  ENCOURAGED 
TO  APPLY. 

Please  forward  a  letter  of  ap¬ 
plication  and  resumeto  the  Per¬ 
sonnel  Office,  Cambridge  School 
Dept.,  159  Thorndike  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA  02141  prior  to 
September  18,  1985. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  M/F/H. 
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‘Dim  Sum ’  shows  a  bit  too 


Antics  of  Kelly's  attorney 
more  memorable  than  verdict? 


Continued  from  page  1 

to  a  universal  question  of  all 
society  of  civilized  human  be¬ 
ings”  and  that  ‘‘transcends 
mere  Rules  and  Regulations  and 
past  conduct  of  Boston  Police.” 

Troy  had  other  ideas.  If  Kelly 
were  to  be  found  guilty  as 
charged,  his  lawyer  was  going  to 
make  it  as  painful  as  possible  for 
the  “accusers.” 

“You’re  a  nonsense  guy  and  a 
political  hack,”  Troy  said  on 
Aug.  28,  pointing  a  finger  at 
Gifford.  “You  hate  detectives. 
They  hate  you.” 

“The  issue,”  Powers  would 
implore  in  his  closing  argu¬ 
ments,  “is  whether  or  not 
civilized,  educated  human  be¬ 
ings  will  condone  a  beating  no 
matter  how  slight,  of  a  terrified 
smaller  human  by  a  larger 
human  being  where  there  was 
no  apparent  justified  reason 
under  the  circumstances.” 

Troy,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  digress:  “Why  can’t  I 
question  his  (Huang’s)  back¬ 
ground?  I  wanna  find  out  if  he 
fought  with  the  Communists 
against  US  Marines  at  the  Yalu 
River!” 

“He’s  just  poking  around  for 
holes,  ’  ’  noted  a  daily  newspaper 
reporter  during  one  of  Troy’s 
many  direct  examination  ses¬ 
sions  that  were  at  times  attend¬ 
ed  by  more  press  than  people. 

Against  such  tactics,  Powers 
looked  almost  pitiable  as  he 
raised  his  occasional  objections. 
Gifford,  too,  would  ruefully 
shake  his  head  and  call  the  two 
attorneys  to  the  bench  in  his 
effort  to  bring  some  semblance 
of  order  into  the  fourth  floor 
hearing  room  at  police  head¬ 
quarters. 

But  Troy’s  antics  would  con¬ 
tinue.  Huang’s  appearance  on 
the  stand  on  Aug.  29  was  the 
occasion  of  much  callous  insen¬ 
sitivity  on  the  part  of  the 
ex-boxer,  who  grilled  the  immi¬ 
grant  through  interpreter  Anna 
Wong  Yee: 

“How  long  have  you  been  in 
this  country?” 

“One  year,  one  month.” 

“Oh,”  said  Troy,  looking  at 
the  diminutive  man  whom  he 
referred  to  as  ‘Long  Wang 
Wong’,  “you’re  a  regular  Jack 
Armstrong,  All-American  boy.” 

“You’re  here  on  a  visa?”  Troy 
continued. 

At  this  point  Gifford,  after 
Powers  had  objected,  asked 
Troy  where  he  was  going  with 
the  question. 

“I  wanna  find  out  if  he’s  here 
illegally!”  Troy  growled. 

The  hearing  officer  rolled  his 
eyes  to  the  ceiling. 

“Where  are  you  from?”  Troy 
continued. 

Huang:  “Toisan,  Quangdong, 
China.” 

“Oh,”  said  Troy,  trying  to 
look  quizzical,  “not  Communist 
China?” 

The  Yellow  —  or  Red  —  Peril 
theme  would  pour  unabated. 
Earlier  in  the  probe,  when  Kelly 
took  the  stand  on  July  11,  Troy 


had  asked  him  about  the  date  of 
the  May  1  incident. 

“So,”  asked  Troy,  almost 
cherubically,  “are  you  sure  it 
was  May  1  and  not  Dec.  7?” 

“Yes,  sir,  May  1.” 

“Not  Dec.  7?” 

When  Huang  took  the  stand, 
Troy  asked:  “You  had  it  (May  1) 
off  because  that  was  a  Commu¬ 
nist  holiday,  wasn’t  it?” 

A  little  later,  Gifford  had  to 
cringe  when  Troy  asked  Huang 
if  the  clock  in  his  kitchen  was 
‘  ‘an  American  clock  or  a  Chinese 
clock.”  Troy  jumped  to  his  feet. 
“Will  you  cut  that  out!”  he 
shouted.  “I  want  it  on  record 
that  you  made  a  face.” 

“I’m  not  aware  of  a  Chinese 
clock,  Mr.  Troy,”  said  Gifford. 
He  looked  amused. 

“Oh  yeah?”  Troy  retorted, 
“They  invented  the  clock  and 
the  calendar  and  most  of  the 
other  things  we  have  here  today. 
They  invented  the  law,  too,  and 
theirs  is  a  heckuva  lot  better 
than  we’re  getting  here  today.” 

At  the  end  of  direct  examina¬ 
tion  of  Huang  on  Aug.  29,  Troy, 
trying  to  show  that  Kelly’s 
quarry  knew  martial  art,  threw  a 
karate  punch  in  front*  of  the 
puzzled  restaurant  worker,  loud¬ 
ly  shouting  “Hah!” 

“That’ll  be  all,  Mr.  Troy,” 
Gifford  cautioned. 

But  the  boorish  outbursts 
would  surface  repeatedly.  At 
one  point,  Powers  was  question¬ 
ing  Edward  Lannon,  a  radiogra¬ 
pher  at  the  New  England  Me¬ 
dical  Center  who  claimed  he  saw 
Huang  respond  to  two  English 
commands,  what  that  was  so 
funny  about  the  mayor’s  bring¬ 
ing  Huang  to  the  hospital. 

“What’s  so  funny  about 
that?”  Powers  asked  several 
times. 

“I  thought  it  was  hilarious,” 
Troy  jeered,  before  Lannon 
could  reply. 

As  is  customary  with  his 
practice,  the  defense  attorney 
ended  his  closing  arguments 
with  a  self-penned  poem,  which 
read  in  part: 

“Now  Gifford  and  Roache 
were  buddies.  But  their  pal  Ray 
(Flynn)  done  them  wrong.  He 
got  two  bags  of  groceries  and  a 
camera,  and  visited  Mr. 
Huang....  So  sing  the  song  of 
Gifford,  his  promotion  made 
with  glee.  Forget  the  medal  of 
honor,  and  Kelly’s  loyalty.” 

Though  Troy’s  mud  pie  was 
clearly  meant  for  his  face, 
Gifford  didn’t  flinch  this  time. 
He  sat  patiently  at  his  bench, 
acted  perfunctorily  and  seemed 
glad  the  hearings  were  finally 
over.  The  hearing  officer  pro¬ 
bably  had  expected  more  mud  in 
his  direction. 

“Well,  Mike,  that  was  a 
pleasure,”  Troy  said  to  Powers 
as  they  shook  hands. 

They  were  waiting  for  the 
elevators,  which  did  crawl  like 
inefficient  snails  in  haste,  at 
police  headquarters. 

“Sure,  Tom,”  Powers  re¬ 
plied,  sheepishly. 


Cantonese  anyone? 

The  Cambridge  Center  for 
Adult  Education  is  offering  a 
beginning  level  10-week 
course  in  Cantonese  this  fall. 

The  course  emphasizes 
practical,  conversational  use 
through  vocabulary  work  and 
situational  dialogue.  Course 
sessions  are  on  Tuesdays,  6 
to  7  p.m.,  beginning  Oct.  1. 

Contact  the  center  at  547- 
6789  for  more  information. 


Training  program  is  offered 
in  retail  and  hotel  careers 

A  free  six-week  job  train¬ 
ing  program  for  retail  and 
hotel  careers  will  begin  on 
Sept.  23. 

Immigrants  and  refugees 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 
There  are  no  income  or 
residency  requirements,  but 
good  communications  skills 
are  needed. 

Contact  Henry  Jung  at 
423-3756  or  Toby  Goldstein  at 
442-5200,  ext.  549,  for  more 
information. 


By  Bill  J.  Gee 


The  compelling  desire  of  any 
artist  worth  his  salt,  especially 
one  who  has  experienced  a 

-  modicum  of  suc- 

MOVIE  cess,  is  to 

REVIEW  evolve  beyond 

what  he  pre¬ 

sently  is,  to  outrun  the  luminous 
work  he  has  left  behind  but 
follows  him  still,  like  the  trailing 
matter  of  a  comet  in  the  night 
sky.  For  Wayne  Wang,  the  film 
director  and  producer  whose 
brilliant  vision  came  to  refresh 
the  movie-going  public  in  the 
summer  of  1982,  in  the  form  of 
his  unexpectedly  critical  and 
mildly  financial  success,  Chan  Is 
Missing,  this  desire  to  move  on 
has  yielded  his  new  film.  Dim 
Sum.  Artistically  and  themati¬ 
cally,  the  film  is  a  clear  depar¬ 
ture  from  Wang’s  previous 
work,  and  it  therefore  has  to  be 
evaluated  on  its  own  terms. 

First  off,  Dim  Sum  appears  to 
be  the  most  well-intentioned  of 
films:  Wang  has  written  that  the 
idea  for  it  came  to  him  when  he 
saw  shoes  by  the  door  of  a 
Chinese  home  and  that  “this 
image  gave  me  the  idea  of 
making  a  movie  about  the  people 
who  belonged  to  those  shoes.” 
Indeed,  the  film  does  seem  like  a 
product  of  a  genuine  commit¬ 
ment  to  tell  what  it  is  to  be 
Chinese  American  in  our  time, 
and  is  suffused  with  love  and 
caring  for  its  characters.  It 
shares  with  Chan  Is  Missing  the 
aim  to  give  the  audience  Chinese 
American  characters  who, 
though  people  of  a  unique 
cultural  heritage  that  spans  the 
millenniums,  share  with  all 
thinking  and  feeling  beings  the 
same  baggage  of  concerns  and 
anxieties.  This  is,  of  course,  the 
missing  element  that  Holly¬ 
wood,  in  its  racially  exploitative 
films  about  Fu  Manchu  and 
Charlie  Chan  and  Suzie  Wong, 
has  denied  people  of  Asian 
descent  for  as  long  as  there  have 
been  films.  The  film  industry’s 
failure  continues  unabated  to 
this  day,  as  evidenced  by  Mi¬ 
chael  Cimino’s  violence-ridden 
and  quite  one-sided  portrayal  of 
the  Chinatown  community  in 
Year  Of  The  Dragon. 

Set  in  San  Francisco’s  “new 
Chinatown,”  known  as  the  Rich¬ 
mond  district,  Dim  Sum  is  a 
portrait  of  the  relationships 
within  the  Tam  family,  consist¬ 
ing  of  a  young  woman  named 
Geraldine  (Laureen  Chew),  her 
widowed  mother  (Kim  Chew), 
and  the  uncle  (Victor  Wong), 
who  serves  as  the  surrogate 
father.  This  tight-knit  family 
comes  into  a  sudden  crisis  when 
Mrs.  Tam  begins  to  feel  more 
urgently  her  mortality,  through 
recalling  a  fortune  teller’s  pre¬ 
diction  years  ago  that  she  would 
die  during  the  coming  year.  Her 
yet  unfinished  obligation  as  a 
mother,  she  feels,  in  the  Chinese 
tradition,  is  to  see  Geraldine,  the 
last  of  her  children,  married.  But 
though  Geraldine,  a  modem, 
independent-minded  woman, 
unbothered  by  the  prospect  of 
marrying  late,  has  a  lover  (a 
Chinese  American  doctor  in  Los 
Angeles  named  Richard),  she  is 
reluctant  to  make  it  a  permanent 
arrangement.  For  one  thing,  she 
may  not  be  ready  to  settle  down 
just  yet.  For  another,  and  a  more 
important  reason,  if  she  does 
marry  she’ll  have  to  move  down 
to  Los  Angeles  where  Richard 
has  a  practice,  thereby  leaving 
her  mother  alone.  This  consti¬ 
tutes  her  inner  conflict— to  stay 
and  help  mother,  or  to  marry  and 
leave— and  the  movie’s  central 
concern  entails  the  search  for  a 
solution. 

On  the  way  to  a  solution  we 
peer  into  the  benevolence  of  the 


human  heart.  Mrs.  Tam,  the 
kind  though  taciturn  person  she 
is,  gives  gentle  hints  to  the 
young  couple,  whenever  Rich¬ 
ard  flies  in  for  a  visit,  through  a 
variety  of  coded  signals,  one 
being  serving  them  dim  sum, 
which  Uncle  Tam  takes  great 
pain  to  explicate  in  terms  of 
marital  union.  Meanwhile  Uncle 
Tam  himself,  the  manager  of  the 
family  business,  a  bar,  intro¬ 
duces  his  own  solution  to  the 
problem  by  offering  to  marry  his 
brother’s  widow,  thereby  free¬ 
ing  Geraldine  from  her  daugh¬ 
terly  concerns  and  responsibil¬ 
ities,  a  proposal  Mrs.  Tam 
tactfully  turns  aside  with  a 
disarming  smile  and  a  refusal  to 
further  hear  of  it. 

Visually,  the  film— from  the 
opening  shot  of  wind-blown 
curtains  to  the  closing  frame— is 
a  delight  to  the  eye,  and  in 
places  even  spectacular.  Wheth¬ 
er  intentionally  or  not,  its 
uneven  transition  from  scene  to 
scene,  however,  makes  it  notice¬ 
ably  like  a  series  of  discrete 
images— like  Polaroid  snap¬ 
shots  taken  of  this  Chinese 
American  family  as  it  works  out 
a  gnawing  problem.  And  its 
main  appeal  does  seem  directed 
to  the  eye,  considering  the 
spareness  of  dialogue  and  the 
small  arcs  subtended  by  the 
characters’  action,  much  of 
which  involves  sitting  around 
the  dinner  table  or  in  the  living 
room,  with  the  characters  self- 
absorbed  in  thoughts  that  the 
audience  is  forced  only  to  guess 
at. 

Perhaps  in  too  eager  an  effort 
to  act  as  an  antidote  to  Holly¬ 
wood,  Dim  Sum  unnaturally 
strains  to  portray  too  much  quiet 
caring.  The  film’s  narrative 
momentum  is  bogged  down  by 
too  many  passive  scenes  where 
nothing  much  happens  or  is 
said,  and  adversely  impacts  the 
element  of  dramatic  tension. 
This  reserve,  further,  denies  us 
the  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
characters  we  would  like  to 
have.  For  instance,  other  than 
knowing  that  Geraldine  is  a 
loving  daughter  we  learn  practi¬ 
cally  nothing  about  what  makes 
her  tick,  her  hobbies,  what  work 
she  does,  what  she  feels  about 
the  state  of  the  world,  how  she 
approaches  other  problems, 
what  her  other  problems  are, 
etc.  If  we  attempt  to  look  for 
clues  about  her  in  her  lover, 
Richard,  we  are  frustrated,  for 
even  less  is  made  available  to  us 
about  him ;  his  appearance  in  the 
film  seems  merely  a  matter  of 
convenience  to  the  plot.  From 
what  little  we  can  gleam,  how¬ 
ever,  Dim  Sum  seems  populated 
to  a  fault  with  characters  that 
show  not  the  slightest  sign  of 
living  less  than  honest  and 
honorable  lives.  The  only  mildly 
disagreeable  character,  if  she 
can  be  called  that,  and  then  only 
from  the  proverbial  Chinese 
mother’s  point  of  view,  is 
Geraldine,  who  stubbornly 
clings  to  her  agenda  even  as 
pressure  mounts  on  her  to 
provide  a  solution.  In  fact,  there 
is  so  much  goodwill  in  the  film 
that  the  mother,  though  re¬ 
signed  to  her  imminent  death,  is 
eventually  spared  by  Wang  and 
the  script  in  a  rather  unsatisfy¬ 
ing  twist  at  the  end,  which  also 
solves  the  family’s  problem  and 
gives  us  a  happy  ending. 

Although  Dim  Sum  is  meant 
to  be  a  fictional  narrative,  not  a 
documentary  of  a  real  life 
family,  it  does  flirt  with  us  in  that 
a  true-life  mother  and  daughter, 
the  Chews,  who  are  non-profes¬ 
sional  actors,  had  been  chosen  to 
portray  their  screen  counter¬ 
parts,  and,  furthermore,  that 
their  home  is  the  set  used  in  the 
movie.  More  conspicuously  per¬ 
haps,  the  scenes,  the  dialogue 


much  heart 

and  the  action  have  such  a 
weight  of  authencity  that  we  are 
convinced  the  film  is  grounded 
in  reality.  In  the  end,  though,  we 
are  left  wary,  not  really  sure  of 
what  is  merely  fictional  and  what 
is  not.  While  this  confusion  is  of 
a  playful  sort  and  has  its  artistic 
charm,  it  also  has  an  unfortunate 
effect  on  our  ability  and  desire  to 
suspend,  in  this  case,  belief— to 
involve  our  emotions  in  the  story 
of  the  fictional  Tams  and  not  the 
Chews. 

So,  while  Dim  Sum  is  filled 
with  and  exudes  much  love  and 
affection  and  winsome  charm, 
these  are  the  things  we  look  for 
in  a  lover  or  life-long  partner— 
but  perhaps  not  in  a  film.  A 
film’s  habitual  aim,  it  seems  to 
this  reviewer,  is  to  engross  us 
away  from  the  groaning  burdens 
of  life,  from  the  familiar  and 
commonplace,  to  lead  our  sym¬ 
pathies  to  new  places,  and  to 
provide  relief  from  the  back¬ 
ground  noise  of  our  mundane 
lives,  so  that  we  might  more 
clearly  hear  the  soliloquist’s 
beat  of  our  own  drummer.  Chan 
Is  Missing  was  most  notable, 
and,  we  hope,  not  just  a  rare 
gem  of  a  film  from  a  certifiably 
talented  filmmaker.  Dim  Sum, 
however,  is  something  of  an 
idyll — this  constitutes  its  main 
virtue  but  also,  in  an  unfulfilling 
way,  is  its  principle  fault. 

BillJ.  Gee  is  a  freelance  writer 
in  New  York 

Editor’s  Note:  Dim  Sum  will  be 
playing  at  the  Nickelodean  Cine¬ 
mas  in  Boston  this  month. 


Group  opens  office 

The  Kmhmu  Family  Asso¬ 
ciation,  a  nonprofit  organiza¬ 
tion  providing  recreational, 
educational,  cultural  and  in¬ 
terpreting  services  to  the 
Kmhmu  and  Laotian  commu¬ 
nity  in  Boston,  has  opened  its 
new  office. 

Office  hours  at  377  Walnut 
Ave. ,  Roxbury ,  are  9  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day. 

The  association  offers  af¬ 
ter-school  tutoring,  language 
classes  in  Kmhmu  and  Lao, 
interpreting  services  for 
speakers  of  Kmhmu  and  Lao, 
recreational  activities  for 
children  and  adults,  cultural 
programs,  and  resource  and 
referral  services. 

Calls  may  be  directed  to 
Margery  Cooper,  director,  or 
Toi  Vongnaphet,  assistant 
director,  at  427-3407. 

School  parent  councils  to 
hold  elections  this  month 

Parents  of  students  in 
Boston’s  public  schools  are 
encouraged  to  participate  in 
their  School  Parent  Council 
elections,  scheduled  to  be 
held  this  month. 

The  councils  are  local 
court-mandated  parent 
groups  responsible  for  moni¬ 
toring  desegregated  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  City’s  public 
schools. 

The  schedule  is  as  follows: 

District  1  through  8  (A,  B, 
C,  D) :  Kindergarten  through 
Grade  5  —  Tues.,  Sept.  17; 
Middle  Schools  and  HHORC 
—  Wed.,  Sept.  18;  and  High 
Schools  —  Thur.,  Sept.  12. 

District  9  (E)  :  Kindergar¬ 
ten  through  Grade  5  —  Tues. , 
Sept.  17;  Middle  Schools  and 
HHORC  -  Wed.,  Sept.  18; 
and  High  Schools  —  Thur., 
Sept.  19. 

Most  elections  will  take 
place  at  7  p.m.  at  each  school. 
Call  the  Citywide  Parents 
Council  at  726-6200,  ext. 
5790,  for  more  information. 
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Help  Wanted 


Brookline  Planning  Department 
Secretary-Word  Processor 

Immediate  opening  in  small  professional  municipal  agency  for 
a  typist  with  word  processing  skills  to  do  reports  and  grants, 
filing  and  billing.  Office  experience  preferred.  Excellent 
typing  skills  and  familiarity  with  a  word  processor  required. 
Starting  salary  $17, 126.  This  is  a  provisional  position  funded 
by  the  Housing  and  Community  Development  Act  of  1977  and 
is  subject  to  HUD  regulations.  Send  resumes  to  :  Personnel 
Director,  Town  of  Brookline,  333  Washington  Street, 
Brookline,  MA  02146,  by  October  3,  1985. 

An  Affirmative  Action  /  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

Boston  School  Committee 

Job  Openings 

CITYWI DE  PARENTS  COUNCI  L 
EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 

Major  Duties  &  Responsibilities:  Serves  as  secretary  to  the 
Executive  Director,  Assistant  Director  and  Monitoring  Coordina¬ 
tor  as  well  as  other  CPC  personnel  as  the  need  arises.  Handles  the 
production  of  reports  including  typing  from  drafts,  coordinating 
and  supervising  assembly,  copying  and  distribution.  Facilitates 
the  work  of  parent  board  by  disseminating  agendas,  taking  and 
transcribing  minutes,  keeping  records  of  council  activities  and 
serving  and  a  major  information  resources  to  council  members. 
Requires  2  evening  meetings  per  month.  Oversees  supply 
inventory  and  machinery  upkeep. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  responsible  secretarial  position. 
Excellent  office  management,  organization,  typing,  and 
proofreading.  Speedwriting /shorthand  skills  a  plus.  Experience 
with  Wang  Word  Processing  equipment  preferred. 

Education:  High  School  Diploma  and  ability  to  demonstrate 
equivalent  skills  of  a  secretarial  school  graduate  plus  three  years 
related  work  experience. 

Salary:  $16,000  plus  fringe  benefits. 

SUPERVISOR  OF  FI  ELD  SPECIALISTS 
CITYWIDE  PARENTS’  COUNCIL 

Major  Duties  and  Responsibilities  •  in  conjunction  with  the 
Executive  Director  and  the  School  Parent  Council  Support 
Sub-Committee,  develops  and  implements  plans  and  objectives 
for  Field  Specialists  in  accord  with  Court  Orders  and  overall  CPC 
goals. 

Works  with  Support  Committee  and  Field  Specialists  to 
identify  parent  council  members’  needs  for  training,  resources 
and  assistance.  Organizes  4he  development  of  materials, 
workshops,  etc.  as  needed. 

Supervises  the  collection  of  data  on  school  parent  council 
membership  and  activities  and  prepares  regular  reports  on 
membership  for  the  CPC. 

Qualifications  -  Demonstrated  success  in  motivating,  support¬ 
ing  and  supervising  a  sizeable  staff  of  community  organizers  to 
achieve  goals. 

Experience  in  multi-ethnic,  racially  integrated  community 
groups. 

Good  oral  and  written  communication  skills. 

Five  years  experience  in  community  organizing  which  can  be 
evaluated  as  the  equivalent  of  a  Bachelor’s  degree  in  a  field  such 
as  social  work  or  human  services;  ora  Bachelor’s  degree  in  a  field 
such  as  social  work  or  human  sesrvices,  plus  at  least  one  year  of 
experience  in  supervising  community  organizations. 

Salary  -  $21,000  plus  fringe  benefits. 

CITYWIDE  PARENTS  COUNCIL 
ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR 

Major  Duties  and  Responsibilities:  Works  with  the  Executive 
Director  in  providing  training,  support  and  supervision  to  CPC 
staff  and  council  members.  Organizes  the  development  of 
materials,  workshops,  etc.  as  needed.  Assumes  responsibilities 
of  Executive  Director  in  his/her  absence. 

Qualifications:  A  Bachelor’s  degree  in  a  field  such  as  human 
services,  business  administration  or  5  years  related  experience. 
Demonstrated  success  in  personnel  relations.  Supervisory 
experience  and  ability  to  interact  with  multi-ethnic,  multi-lingual 
staff  and  constituents.  Excellent  verbal  and  written  communica¬ 
tion  skills. 

Salary:  $22,500  plus  fringe  benefits. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
CITYWIDE  PARENTS’  COUNCIL 

Major  Duties  and  Responsibilities  •  Work  with  CPC  members 
to  develop  and  accomplish  goals;  provide  direction  to  agency  staff 
including  responsibility  for  implementing  goals  and  objectives. 

Keep  an  open  communication  with  school  parent  councils 
through  an  out-reach  plan,  including  attendance  at  School 
Parent  Council  meetings  as  well  as  serving  as  liaison  with  all 
outside  agencies,  media  and  community  groups  regarding 
desegregation /quality  of  education  issues. 

Qualifications  -  Three  to  five  years  of  steadily  increasing 
responsibility  in  work  dealing  with  governmental  or  community 
organizations.  At  least  two  years  experience  at  a  supervisory 
level  and  previous  experience  as  an  Executive  Director, 
preferred. 

Strong  oral  and  written  communication  skills.  Knowledge 
concerning  desegregation,  urban  education,  and  governmental 
organizations. 

Education  -  A  Bachelor’s  degree  with  study  in  such  areas  as 
social  science,  education,  human  service  management  or  at  least 
five  years  of  experience  with  demonstrated  success  in  community 
organizing,  management  of  a  community-based  agency  or 
governmental  agency;  or  a  Bachelor’s  degree. 

Salary  -  $27,000  plus  fringe  benefits. 

Deadline  for  all  applications:  Fri.,  9/20/85.  No  calls. 

For  further  information  on  the  positions,  write  for  a  job 
description. 

Send  resume  to  :  CPC  Personnel  Committee,  26  Court  Street, 
3rd  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


BOSTON 

Harriott, 

NEWTON 


Offers  Job  Opportunities 

in 

* 

Hospit  ality  and  Related  Careers 

VISIT  OUR  JOB  FAIR 
THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER  12 
2:00  —  7:00  PM 

Flexible  Hours  —  Full  and  Part  Time  Positions 
Competitive  Wages  —  Excellent  Benefits 
Complete  Paid  Training 


2345  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Newton,  MA. 
969-1000 


v.  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusestts 
Department  of  Public  Health 

LEGAL  NOTICE 

Sealed  bid  proposals  by  qualified,  responsible  vendors  to 
provide  transportation  services  for  certain  special  needs 
children  (ages  birth  through  three)  to  and  from  approved 
pre-school  programs  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health, 
according  to  certain  conditions,  will  be  received  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Health,  Divsion  of  Family  Health 
Services,  at  the  following  site  and  date  and  will  be  then  and 
there  publicly  opened  and  read: 

State  Transportation  Building 
10  Park  Plaza 
Boston,  MA02116 

2nd  Floor  Conference  Rooms  #2  and  3 

10:30  A.M.,  Friday,  November15, 1985 

A  pre-bid  conference  will  be  held  at  the  above  location  on 
Wednesday,  October  23, 1985 at  1 :00  P.M.  for  the  purpose  of 
reading  and  establishing  policy  regarding  contracts,  specifica¬ 
tions  and  eligibility. 

Copies  of  the  Request  for  proposal  including  all  necessary 
information  and  instructions  to  qualify  as  a  bidder,  will  be 
available  at  the  following  locations  on  the  dates  and  times 
indicated: 

Monday,  October  21 , 1985 
10:00  A.M.  —  1 :00  P.M.  ONLY 

Western  Mass.  Regional  Health  Office 
23  Service  Center  Road 
Northampton,  MA01060 

Monday,  October  21 , 1 985 
9:00  A.M.—  5:00P.M. 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Division  of  Family  Health  Services 
1 50  Tremont  Street,  4th  floor 
Boston,  M A 021 11 

Prospective  Vendors  should  contact: 

James  Flanagan,  Transportation  Coordinator 
Early  Childhood  Developmental  Services  Unit 
Department  of  Public  Health/ 

Division  of  Family  Health  Services 
(617)727-5822 


Fair  promotes 
business  owned 
by  minorities 

Bay  State  minority  business 
firms  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
talk  business  with  state  purchas¬ 
ing  agents  at  a  Spirit  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Procurement  Fair  to  be 
held  Sept.  12  at  the  Saltonstall 
State  Office  Building  in  Govern¬ 
ment  Center,  Boston,  from  9:30 
a.m.  to  noon. 

The  fair,  sponsored  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of 
Commerce  State  Office  of  Mi¬ 
nority  Business  Assistance 
(SOMBA)  and  the  Executive 
Office  for  Administration  and 
Finance,  will  bring  minority 
business  representatives  to¬ 
gether  with  75  buyers  from 
various  state  agencies. 

‘  ‘We  want  the  minority  busi¬ 
ness  community  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  become  familiar  with  the 
SOMBA  programs  and  the  op¬ 
portunities  they  offer  for  doing 
business  with  the  Common¬ 
wealth,”  said  Paul  J.  Tortolani, 
Commissioner  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce. 

In  accordance  with  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis'  Executive  Or¬ 
der  237,  the  state  targets  five 
percent  of  its  contracts  for  goods 
and  services  and  10  percent  of 
construction  for  minority  enter¬ 
prises.  State  purchasing  agents 
will  provide  minority  business 
representatives  at  the  fair  with 
lists  of  goods  and  services  they 
expect  to  buy  in  the  next  fiscal 
year. 

SOMBA  certifies  minority 
businesses  to  increase  their 
access  to  public  markets.  To 
become  certified,-  a  business 
must  be  at  least  51  percent 
minority-owned  and  controlled. 
Workshops  on  the  SOMBA 
certification  program  will  be 
held  during  the  fair. 

‘  ‘It  is  the  purpose  of  the  fair 
and  the  workshops  to  increase 
the  number  of  minority  business 
enterprises  certified  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  the  state,”  explained 
Danette  Jones,  special  assistant 
to  the  Secretary  for  Administra¬ 
tion  and  Finance. 

For  information,  call  Joyce 
Foster  at  727-8692,  or  Cathy 
Mulrow  at  727-2040. 


LONNIE  L.  GILCHRIST  JR. 

Account  Executive 

THE  COMMODITY  BROKERS 

Eastern  Regional  Office 
10  Forbes  W.,  Braintree  MA.  02184 
(617)  849-0702  -  (800)  258-6695 
Registered  Futures  Commission  Merchant 


Maternity  Fashions 
for  the 

Discerning  New  Mother 

SAVE  $5 

From  tailored  wear  to  fashion  forward,  our 
beautiful  Oriental  collection  gives  you  a  range 
of  opportunities  for  your  career,  casual  and 
active  lifestyles. 

» xnmmm j 

GENNIE  MATERNITY 

910  Main  St,  Winchester 
(Just  abwe  the  Gourmet  Kitchen)  729-8027 
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CHINATOWN 

262-0128 


SOUTH  END 


BRIGHTON 


BROOKLINE 

232-3453 


Announcing  the  Reopening  of  the  Restored  and  Beautified 


Finest  equipment 
Unlimited  manpower 
Est.  1932 


All  price  ranges 
available 
Many  years  of 
experience  with 
Chinese  funeral 
customs 


Arthur  C.  Hasiotis 
Funeral  Homes 


1654  Washington  St. 
in  the 

SOUTH  END 

This  is  the  CLOSEST  Funeral  Home  to  CHINATOWN.  We  offer  the 
Chinese  residents  of  CHINATOWN  and  the  SOUTH  END  a  neighborhood  funeral 
home  featuring  three  floors  of  facilities  with  two  floors  decorated  in 

the  Chinese  style 

For  Chinese  residents  of  the  BRIGHTON  and  BROOKLINE  areas,  we  offer 
Greater  Boston’s  most  impressive  and  prestigious  Funeral  Home  located  at 

1642  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE 

near  the  intersection  of  Washington  St.  in  BRIGHTON 
LARGE  PARKING  CAPACITY 

*1 

DIGNITY  and  RESPECT  without  excessive  cost.  We  will  NOT  BE  UNDERPRICED 

Call  and  ask  for  ARTHUR  232-3453  or  262-0128 
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Don't  Miss  Our 

Non-Stop  Clearance  Sale 

CANNER’S 


FURNITURE, 

020  Washington  SI.  •  Boston,  MA  02111  •  Tel.  542-3210 
(Corner  of  Washington  and  Essex  St.) 


INC. 


BEDS 

KITCHEN  SETS 
LIVING  ROOM  SETS 
BEDROOM  SETS 
DINING  ROOM  SETS 
STEREO  TABLES,  LAMPS.  ETC. 


from  $199  —  $2298 
from  $149  -  $  899 
from  $349  —  $3499 
from  $499  —  $2999 
from  $799  —  $2699 


4  HUGE  FLOORS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Easy  credit  terms  •  One  year  free  lay-a-way 
•  Free  set  up  •  Free  service 

Open  Mon. -Sat.  from  9:30  a.m.-7  p.m.  and  Sunday  from  12-6  p.m. 
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CHINA 

7000  YEARS  OF 
DISCOVERY 


June  2-  , 
Dec.  1, 1985 


MUSEUM 
OF  SCIENCE 

Science  Park 
Boston,  MA  02114-1099 
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